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Should Abortion be Legal?
The issue of whether or not abortion should be legal is a hotly debated topic and perhaps the most controversial issue in America today. Proponents of abortion who identify as pro-choice groups argue in opposition to legal limitation of abortion and support the right to privacy of women making a choice on how to use their own bodies. Opponents of abortion who identify as pro-life argue that abortion is an intentional murder of a living human being, and the state should be responsible for safeguarding the right to life of the fetus. Even though controversial, the issue of abortion should be left as an option for the woman with the pregnancy.
During the landmark case Roe v. Wade, the U.S. Supreme court concluded that abortion is a woman’s legal right. The decision that involved Roe v. Wade created a divide between opponents and proponents of abortion rights (Greenhouse & Siegel, 2012). Proponents of abortion rights advocate for women to choose what to do with their own bodies. Women are fundamentally obligated to deciding whether or not to have the abortion. According to pro-choice groups, the ruling meant that women should be in control of their own reproductive processes. Pro-choice advocates, therefore, propose that abortion should be a legal choice for the woman with unwanted pregnancies. In addition, the Luna (2010) argues that women should have control over their own bodies and especially when it comes to fertility, and as such, the government should only be concerned when the safety and health of the mother is at risk. Women have a right to exercising their choice and should not be denied their right to choose. 
Pro-choice advocates argue that abortion should be legal because women should have the choice of making their own medical decisions, which also involves the option to terminate or continue with the pregnancy. Abortion of an unborn child simply shows that the person concerned does not want to accept the risks that come with the pregnancy and as such have the right of exercising free will. Besides, pro-choice advocates argue that the laws that deny women the right to abort unwanted pregnancies are not justified because they interfere with the fundamental moral, constitutional rights and also leads to women seeking other alternative abortion options that can be unsafe.  
On the other hand, opponents of abortion who identify as pro-life advocates center on the morality of abortion. They believe that taking an innocent person's life regardless of the age of development is a violation of the right to life. The scientific view of life shows that the life of human being starts at the time of conception. From this view, opponents have stated that the general killing of any human being is wrong. As such, abortion, which involves the termination of an unborn innocent human being is illegal. Therefore, pro-life advocates believe that it is the role of the state to exercise its powers regarding the intentional killing of an unborn child. 
Opponents also deny the idea of legal abortion because from a legal viewpoint it affects the right to life and limits human freedom. From the biblical standpoint, pro-life advocates have taken on the argument that abortion is evil, immoral and an unfortunate act since it involves the killing of another being (Sumner, 2014). Legalizing abortion according to pro-life advocates can also put women at risk of being under the pressure of abortion. Such cases can further affect the psychological state of some people and risk their mental well-being. From the pro-choice perspective, the issue of abortion raises moral issues connecting the pregnant mother with the child and the possible consequences of abortion.
The controversy surrounding abortion persists as a result of different complexities that tie the views from the pro-choice and pro-life perspective. To the proponents, women should have control over their own bodies and especially when it comes to fertility, and as such, the government should only be concerned when the safety and health of the mother is at risk. The opponents, however, consider abortion an immoral act that involves the intentional killing of another human being, and as such, cannot be legal because it violates the right to life. The issue, therefore, is based on the question of whether abortion violates the right to life, and whether legal abortion gives women the power to making decisions about their own bodies. From the general argument above, the tangle-nested debate of whether or not abortion should be legal leaves room for only one general ground, the fact that abortion should be left as an option for the woman with the pregnancy.  
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